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A.  Positions and Honors.

Relevant Positions and Employment

1967-1970
Staff Engineer, Medical Engineering Research Program, Case Western Reserve University

1966-Present
Co-founder through Chairman and CEO, Prentke Romich Company

1998-Present
Adjunct faculty, School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences, Univ. of Pittsburgh

Other Experience and Professional Memberships

1994-

American Institute of Medical and Biological Engineering

2000-

AAC Institute
Co-Founder and Board of Directors

1986-
 
Communication Aid Manufacturers Association:  Founding Member

1988-2001
Foundation for Exceptional Children:  Board of Directors

1967-

Institute of Electrical & Electronic Engineers:  Engineering in Medicine and Biology Society

1980-

ISAAC (International Society for Augmentative & Alternative Communication): Founding Member, Executive Committee 1980s

1980-

RESNA (The Association for the Advancement of Rehabilitation Technology): Founding Member, Executive Committee 1987-90

1988-

USSAAC (United States Society for Augmentative & Alternative Communication):  Organizing Committee and Founding Board of Directors

Honors and Patents

1986

Recipient of the UCPA Goldenson Award for Research in Medicine and Technology

1990

Wooster Area Chamber of Commerce Small Business Person of the Year

1990

Switzer Scholar  (National Rehabilitation Association)

1992

Inducted, Buckeye Boys State Hall of Fame

1993

Elected to Fellow of RESNA

1993
United States Patent No. 5,246,240, (principal, with another) Apparatus for Mounting Equipment to Wheelchairs

1993
United States Patent No. 5,297,041, (with others) Predictive Scanning Input System for Rapid Selection of Auditory and Visual Indicators

1994

Inducted into College of Fellows, American Institute of Medical and Biological Engineering
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C. Recent Research Support

Ongoing
Self-Generation of Bliss Symbols
Romich (PI)
6/1/04 – 5/31/06

STTR with Purdue University awarded to Prentke Romich Company.  This project is exploring the generation effect as an enhancement to the recall of the relationship between symbols and their referents for the purpose of improving the communication of people who rely on AAC (augmentative and alternative communication).

Role: PI


Completed

Integration of Electronic External Devices for Powered Mobility Systems 
1/1/99 – 12/31/03

A task in the NIDRR Rehabilitation Engineering Research Center on Wheeled Mobility awarded to the School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences at the University of Pittsburgh, this project explored the relative performance of various proportional and switch joystick methods of cursor control.

Role:  Task Leader

Completed
Grant No. 1 R43 DC04246-01
Romich (PI)




9/1/99 - 3/31/00

Phase I Small Business Innovation Research Program grant from the National Institutes of Health (NIH) titled “Language Activity Monitor” awarded to Prentke Romich Company.  Feasibility study on the development and evaluation of a language activity monitor for synthesized speech output AAC systems.

Role: PI

